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In reality, far from marking any progress from an
economical and social point of view, the regime of the
mir maintained and consecrated a state of affairs that was
virtually a remnant of primitive times, incompatible
with the demands of modern civilization, and prevented
the development of agriculture as well as any improve-
ment in the welfare of the rural class.
Was the idea of the mir deeply rooted in the heart of
the Russian people ? It will be recalled that this was
the theory of the Slavophiles and that communal owner-
ship was proclaimed by them as one of the essential
principles that were to confirm the superiority of Russian
civilization over that of Western Europe. We have seen
that all their theories in a general way were inspired by
German philosophy, and it is curious to note that in this
particular question of agrarian organization the Russian
lawmaker was guided in the main by a German " savant/'
Baron Haxthausen, who was charged by the Government
to inspect the agricultural regions of Russia and present
a report, which served as a basis for the agrarian law of
1861. This Westphalian Junker, styled " Prussian Privy
Councillor " and possessed of no further scientific baggage
than a study of the agrarian situation in Prussia, became,
if not the inventor of the Russian mir, at least the most
influential advocate of the nebulous conceptions of the
Slavophiles, and so it is to German science that Russia
is indebted for having preserved this remnant of ancient
barbarism, an error from which she suffered for a long time
and which she is expiating cruelly at the present hour.
Beginning with the first years of the twentieth century,
the economic situation of the peasants, which had
Steadily grown worse under the system of the mir, gave
rise to frequent agrarian troubles and caused the Govern-
ment great anxiety. Local committees were Appointed